Inversion polymorphism in natural populations of Drosophila bipectinata.
Inversion polymorphism was studied in seven natural populations of Drosophila bipectinata, five from northern and two from southern India. Chromosomal analysis of these populations revealed the presence of three paracentric inversions which are widespread in populations of D. bipectinata. Quantitative data indicated that the frequency of inversions and the level of inversion heterozygosity were very low in populations of D. bipectinata. There is no evidence for genetic differentiation between populations as a result of inversion polymorphism. These findings provide evidence for rigid chromosomal polymorphism in D. bipectinata. Significant non-random associations between inversions indicated epistatic interaction between inversions in natural populations of D. bipectinata.